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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE SINK ONE THAI FISHING BOAT, SEIZE ANOTHER 

1 . BANGKOK PRESS REPORTS THAT DURING THE EARLY MORNING 
HOURS OF JULY 24, A THAI TRAWLER FISHING ABOUT 30 

MILES OFF COAST OF VIET-NAM WAS SHOT AT AND SUNK BY A 
VIETNAMESE GUNBOAT AND ANOTHER TRAWLER WITH CREW OF 18 
CAPTURED AND TAKEN TO VIET-NAM. ALTHOUGH PRESS REPORTS 
ARE UNCLEAR, IT APPEARS THAT THREE THAI FISHERMEN WERE 
KILLED IN THE ATTACK ON THEIR VESSEL AND SOME 18 OTHERS 
WERE PICKED UP BY A FELLOW TRAWLER WHICH FLED THE SCENE 
WHEN THE VIETNAMESE GUNBOAT APPEARED BUT RETURNED TO 
RESCUE SURVIVORS. 

2. EMBOFF SPOKE WITH MFA OFFICIAL WHO AGREED THAT 
INITIAL REPORTS OF INCIDENT ARE CONFUSING. MFA DID NOT 
AT PRESENT TIME, HOWEVER, PLAN TO ATTEMPT CONTACT WITH 
VIETNAMESE RE SEIZURE. MFA OFFICIAL SAID VIETNAMESE 
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PRESENTLY HAVE BETWEEN 15 AND 20 THAI FISHING VESSELS AND 
THEIR CREWS IN CUSTODY, AND THAI FISHERMEN KNOW THAT THEY 
RISK CAPTURE BY FISHING IN AREAS VIETNAMESE CONSIDER TO BE 
THEIR WATERS. MFA OFFICIAL NOTED THAT THAI FISHERY ASSOC- 
IATION IS AN INFLUENTIAL ORGANIZATION AND SAID THAT IT WAS 
AT THE ASSOCIATION'S INSISTANCE THAT THAI NAVAL VESSEL HMS 
PRASAE IS BEING ASSIGNED TO THE ANDAMAN SEA. ( NOTE: HMS 
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PRASAE WILL DEPART SATAHIP AUGUST 1 FOR 40 DAYS DUTY IN THE 
ANDAMAN SEA OFF THE WEST COAST OF THE KRA ISTHMUS, ACCORDING 
TO RTG ANNOUNCEMENT, TO " HELP PROTECT THAI FISHING TRAWLERS 
FROM BEING HARASSED BY FOREIGN GUNBOATS." THE RTN SHIP'S 
PRESENCE IN THE ANDAMAN SEA IS ALSO TO BE AN EXPERIMENT IN 
POLICING THAI FISHING BOATS, PROVIDING THEM WITH GUIDANCE 
ON WATERS CLAIMED BY BURMA WHICH SHOULD BE AVOIDED. 

FISHERY ASSOCIATION HAS ALREADY SAID THAT 40- DAY PERIOD IS 
NOT SUFFICIENT FOR NEEDED PROTECTION AND HAS URGED RTN TO 
STATION WARSHIPS IN THE ANDAMAN SEA PERMANENTLY.) MFA 
OFFICIAL SAID BURMESE ARE NOT INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATING A 
FISHERIES AGREEMENT AND OPINED THAT " MAYBE SOME DAY" 
THAILAND'S FISHING PROBLEMS CAN BE WORKED OUT THROUGH LOS 
CONFERENCE. 

BURKE 
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